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Transforming growth factor-p and renal fibrosis
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Abstract: Transforming growth factor-f (TGF-p) is a driving force of renal fibrosis, which may lead to chronic kidney diseases and
even end stage renal diseases. By activating canonical and non-canonical signaling pathways, TGF-f3 promotes the synthesis of extra-
cellular matrix while preventing their degradation. In the injured kidney, TGF-f induces apoptosis, proliferation and fibrotic response
of renal cells including epithelial cells, endothelial cells, podocytes, fibroblasts, pericytes and macrophages, and it also promotes trans-
differentiation, activation and proliferation of myofibroblasts. Additionally, TGF-f exerts profibrotic effects by interplaying with other
signaling pathways like BMP-7, Wnt/B-catenin and MAP kinase. Smad3 is the central pathological gene in renal fibrosis, and epigenetic
regulation of TGF-B/Smad3 is a hot topic in kidney field. Although direct targeting TGF-3 may cause side effects including tumorigenesis
and immune diseases, the therapeutic strategies targeting the balance of downstream Smad3 and Smad7 may prevent or delay the

progression of fibrotic kidney disease.
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A] RE ik N RIS IE 700 (end-stage renal disease,
ESRD), 1fii ¥ 1t 4= &K A ¥ -B (transforming growth
factor-B, TGF-B) M H FIf#(E 5 71 =& A A B ELF
AP ST EIPSE NN

1 TGF-BZRi%

TGF-p & —FhZ Th4iuA v, =5 74iidK.
st T QB R S A 40 S5 2 R g i #2110
ifE. TGF-BEZIR S 38 MR, W1 TGF-B.
HIE & H (bone morphogenetic proteins, BMP), #I
#ER. USRS, Hop TGF-p /£ CKD ik /g h A
HERETMER P, 24581k, BEEFEWLY
ORI T TGF-B i =F0 A (TGF-B1. 2 #13), &
MAERARRF I LA 70% UL BRI, HIh6E
HWARME, Ef5#—2u5x . TGF-p 4 piJa LA
latent TGF-B JEAFE(E, HE5ILIHEMEAH /K (latency-
associated peptide, LAP) /% latent TGF-B 45425 H (latent
TGF-B binding protein, LTBP) 4 & &1k, ZE &
AT TGF-B 5 T2k di &, 2T ARH0E
RA . latent TGF-B 435 YRS W) IR HE i<
J& & A (matrix metalloproteinases, MMPs) 25347 ,
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HT 5 TGE-p 11 B 524k 454,
B, RIEEWEN Y,

2 TGF-B15BRELF41k

Il PRECHE I, 78 B 08 83 1 I bR AR K
PR, TGF-p1 &8 BT, H5BELF4L
FEEE R IEARDG, X PN RAE 2P0 S E 50 (1 3
VIR R I P UE S . /N BRI R0k TGF-B1 w] 5]
B R G 25 4E 4k, T TGE-B1 Hh R4, 41061 5]
IR Fl o 25 35 W A bk B R AT 44k . TGF-B1
755 B A el 1 EHLH A4S - (1) K
HEZEFSRIEL FEEASECM AR ;s )
755 MMPs F14: @8 85 Al 2H 23014 (tissue inhibitor
of metalloproteinase, TIMPs) [ 2% °F- 17, [H 1l ECM
(1B fifE 5 (3) X5 k[ A 40 B i B2 1R A - il s
RIS R A G G AR S o s AR b R 4 A AN
SRR ARG, INEE SO gk R AT 4EL T (4) 1R
BRI, A4Edf. B4R, . B
o1 B 55 22 bR IR IR L2 24 A RESH i % o3 AL RS B
SRR ™ ().

{E157F B K 4E, latent TGF-B J- AR 4T 4E4b1E T,

A5 TR 2 AR 0E
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Fig. 1. Functional effects of TGF-B1 on renal cells. ECM: extracellular matrix; EMT: epithelial-mesenchymal transition; EndMT:

endothelial-mesenchymal transition; MMT: macrophage-myofibroblast transition.



614 LR PR2EH Acta Physiologica Sinica, December 25, 2018, 70(6): 612622

it 214 latent TGF-B 7] fg i i 1 Smad7 & Foxp3
BT T 4K, I8 B i R 7 45 4L
PUAE BB INBRE R S5 5 B v 1 SORE A1 44k
N, R8T TGF-BL hRgr 2 Reek: B

3 Smad{k# SIEKBAITGF-piE %

Smads 5& TGF-p NFI = EHMNEH, 4 TGF-p
AR ESE I, B RR 1L () Smad2 Al Smad3 (R-Smads)
Al 5 Smad4 (Co-Smad) 454, WE GIREKFE A4
Mz, I R RS Y, R4 Smad2 Al Smad3
HIERF HEA 90% UL A, HIhgEEA
JEARTE : Smad3 B AWM B 4ME T, Bl B
SERIER BT, 25 ECM 14 AR ;
[ Smad3 /2 4% JLET 4k B % 3 A ) DG B oy
B SRR B BRI R
LR, kR Smad3 B R IEE B T AR 4E A KF
5 Smad3 A A B 4%, Smad2 F5 2 B 4% 45 & DNA,
AP R /N Smad2 10 T Smad3 R 1k
KV R 5 IR R G 2h I 45 & 8871, $&78 Smad2 7E
FEE A T RIEVUE A 4EER], 1X 1T HES Smad2/3
1E 41 g b i e 451 7 5 A 9% Y. Smadd {F iy TGF-B
A BMP {5 5 il B 3L [F 1) R iE 4y 7, f£ Smad2/3 K&
Smad1/5/8 [ i AR i B OCBAEH . ARHH 7T
HIFFLRA, HBE/NE LR Smadd SRR, R
& Smad2/3 BERE KT BAX AL H AR, H5K
JR R s TR AR 2R T Rem, S8 44
Pekaz, XAhEL G E TGF-B1 )3 %) 2 84 i
53 7iEs2 ", Smad6 il Smad7 f& TGF-B/Smad i@
B (A 2 7. TGF-B Al 3@t Smad3 4k
il 8 Smad7 i) & B, A BLEE S Smurfs/arkadia
S 12 2R A B 3 Smad7 % %, 1 Smad7
A LAY R-Smads 5% 4+ 5 TGF-p 2k 45 &, ik
Tt i $% TGF-B/Smad3 35 P ACF 1, AHE 7t 41
o At A T2 AT BA ) 45 SR —F0iESE,  Smad7 #8458 FHAE
B BB IR B e I B A A R A HE B
i%, P Smad7 hE B MEHY, 1 EHK S Smad7
K F 0] [ B ] NE-xB /1 5 1) 98 5 F1 Smad3 /i 5
freF b s 17,

Ak, TGF-B Al 0% Smad FEK BB Z, & W,
() F W 4> T 40 %5 MKK3/p38. MKK4/JNK. ERK.
Rho-GTPases. Rac. Cdc42. ILK %, X &/ 15
Smads A B, /3 7 TGF-B (1) 4= ¥ 2% R i,
TGF-B i 7] A5 Wnt/B-catenin, EGFR, mTOR., BMP-7

255 28 £ 45 6 7 2SS (crosstalk), 3 R
BELTUEAL R R

4 TGF-p5 B L4

i 1 s, TGF-P X B I [ A7 40 i (b
AHAf. RZANAE. EANf. RALANM. RAf 44
AR A A ) ARE ) R AR (i ER A0 SE ) 1Y
BEZMZFARAEER, LENS T ERS
A aprid
4.1 TGF-p5 LR 4mHa

e TGF-B ) HEZRIE L —. WFFids
LW, B /NE bR A M2 BB FE LT G2/M
2 i 5 I, AT RA g A K A TGF-BL, e 2F
Ytk U, 2% P R R N b R 4 Y TGE-B 11
R 7 AR BN Ui Smad4 BR L 3] o AR A 4E 4kt
U200 2 G N 1 R 40 i Smad2 ik I
Smad3 /G105 LT 44k w2 1Y, Sk A
TN /NE E B 4N P ) TGF-B/Smad J8 % 78 27 4k 1k
R E B

JULET- 2 B 40 P 1 A BRSO A& 41 4R A I Ao 5
i, ABHRVE — B R ARF R E R AR
HTREH R 4uf . N R B RER IR I 41 4k 2
fitl (fibrocyte) A EWEANAL . JE 41 (pericyte) 3431k
B AT 4 40 B s T sk 2 1995 4, WE A
AR B AR I T A A Ry e R L
(fibroblast specific protein-1, FSP-1) {5 &k, H
AR T« b R A - TR 78 5T 4 5% 4344 (epithelial-
mesenchymal transition, EMT)” {3 & . K&
YRR, PRI TR _F R A B /E TGF-B1 BRI~
KRERIE o-SMA ZE L2 4 BF 20 fd b B4, Smad3
N ARZ: diE M i p38 MAPK., JNK. Wnt/B-catenin
SRS T I A B HRE R T
SR [P PR B2k SCRE APE AR S5 22 uE B, EMT MR
SRR T S, RS RIE EREORAE B 4
PRAE G5 4L 51 S 1R B 21 4 A0 AR B ot 5 R ) 2]
EMT Bl 70 ), BEMEERRE, g
TR RE R, B /NS b A A 5
CHH MR FRIE A AT, 2R S8 2 AN o-SMA
BH 4 JUL£F 24 B 40 i 16 175 0 T B AT A2 3 2 4 4k 1) ik
J& PO BAh, AR TS SRR IR S TGF-B1 Al it ik
JE A O T R L 1 UL SRR A0 B R s 24k 1
4.2 TGF-B5HE4aAR

TGF-B n] LA N 4 i T S 5E AL %,
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SUR MM . — 7T, HrlLLEEE SN A
MR T, S —J7 i, TGF-B Al L B2 40 i A
BN b R G 4> W VEGE, 2 31 N Bz 40 i A 4 1
FI ™. TGF-B ik & 4 B2 41 fS - [ 7c 5 40 B % 43 1k
(endothelial-mesenchymal transition, EndMT) ] & %
7 P SRR R BR A 40 R (¥ TGF-B 52 14
oA FH Smad3 [ # 57 SIS3, 5] 4] EndMT 7K
S, YR AR AT 4R, HE LR EERET A T R R
o3 Bk e 20, oAb, JE 3 48 ) TGF-B/Smad3/
miR-29 Fifl, 01 bk I K il -4 T 9 i RO
B ) EndMT FIZF4ELKF B,
4.3 TGF-p5EK:A

SRS UF AR 3 B B WR 41 B SR YR ¥ TGF-B1 2k
St BT A PR AT 445 LA B Sl T P A A AR O
ST YEAL 0k RS EL A, 5493 U R 1 R A
BRI NS TGF-B1 f Bk P2, A 4l
AR AR, TR AE IgA B B AE J5 2T 4L I
NI, IR i R 454l B )G £
YA/ BB, B RE R IR B 40 ¥ AT R
A W 2 M - UL F 4E BE 20 B %% 53 46 (macrophage-
myofibroblast transition, MMT), J& B A 5% % JEH 4
W BE 771 o-SMA FH T UL £F 4 £F 40 g B itk 4,
Smad3 7A=Y/ m B AL /)N B E RS A ST 56 B AR b s
IS IFSE, MMT 32 iy TGF-B/Smad3 4 84 B |
FE{I\E"‘ [8, 34, 35]0
4.4 TGF-BS5H 1S B 4mpa

B U [ 1 4T A T B AL 3 N ER AR A
FEL T 5 S T A 4 P AT R 4, AT A
NIWLEFYERF A AL . Horh TGF-B1 2 di B 221 15
SR, /R TGF-B1 7] 75 5 F 4 Mo 14 5 . a-SMA
(10 2 1 A0 i SR AR 1 AR B BB TGF-B1 W 4iE 2%
B /NERBE AL 1 3 AR B0 TGF-B1 7] L | Nox4 /i
SRS, HETT O 1 BURET dE N,
R B eAh, WEFERM, /NS g
SRR ) TGF-B1 AT LA S 4R 4 J& 40 Bl 5% 4316 L
RUERFAN A, TGF-B1 b2 LS5 43 Wb (1) 7y X0 B
/NG b R A Pt R AT AR AR TR (platelet derived
growth factor, PDGF) (#7745, i ik J& 21 i 3% 5 '
YR RIL T RUI Y CD45™ 4iif, fiTAE A E
i ) SAZ AT R A, AR CE TR R py 1,
Bl IN A 2 B AT o A A TR ol L T 4 RE 40 i 1 SR IR 2
—, W5 RN TGF-B1 il i #3E Smad2/3 A1 INK i
A3 SR TR 51y 2T ¢4 200 M [ JULET 4 B0 B (10 6 40 Ak Y
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5 TGF-pikBitEIEdRBRNAS AL

Rk 2 [ UEBE R B, TGF-B RE % 18 1 1 4%
FE LBy 5E 1) microRNA (miRNA), {2 3t B 47 4E 4L
MRAE. RiE. B4E4bit, TGF-B1 _Eif miR-21.
miR-192, miR-377, miR-382, miR-433 Il miR-491-
S5p, 1 F i miR-29 F1 miR-200 [ 7K ~F 7, fE4f
Y4k [ B BE R, miR-21 /KSR & AR Y,
il miR-21 J55 7 ECM Ui, B2 1B 4F 4E1b 1)
HERE, HHE A fU4% Smad7. Spryl. PTEN. PPARa.
Cdc25a, Cdk6 25 %3 miR-192 fELT 44 T (i1
R 4. 98 3R BATE 45 44k /N B A AT TGF-B1
TN R A, miR-192 B g B0, ek
BUR PR miR-192 Al3d# IS 55 ZEB1/2 KRk IR
FYEfl. B2, BOBTUEE R PILERE R B 2 bR
A TGF-B AL BRI N B /N B R4, miR-192
(R 7K BA, T miR-192 [R5k = hinis 7 0% BRI ' o
BE S LT 440 B, miR-192 785 JIF 21 4k 4k, o
(152 4 Dy Re P JE s e A etk — 2P 9T . miR-29
F1 miR-200 #& TGF-B1 HHi 14 I Pt £F 4E 4k miRNAs,
TEBI B kP B A . (EREE R, @i 20
Fl ECM AH G I A (046 T 8 i Ji ) #4842 miR-29
(VB (E B 45 B, 5 0 miR-29 W] Jak 55 48 FH 1 B 95
FIUHE PRI B A o () R Al I N, RIS AT DAY
TGFE-B1. b J 65 2 MOl 2575 S 0 4 410
R 22k KT B3 %, miR-200 524045 miR-200a.
miR-200b. miR-200c. miR-429 }z miR-141"", 7Ef#
BELPAE "5 3 AR PR B BSEAL 1) 5 JE Hh, miR-200a A1l
miR-141 [ 7K B & B A% 5%, miR-200 7 4% |
e AR R L, eny Dod i ) b R 4
%4 5K F ZEB1 Fil ZEB2 b 2 k% & 47 4k, 1Y,
{E N — Fh Smad3 4= ) miRNA, miR-433 7& "5 4}
YEAL I B B, BBk miR-433 7] 3 i # H1] Azinl/
TGF-B/Smad #fl 9k 42 £F 4 4k ' 5 5 3 W 78 3% W,
TGF-B1 it 0] 3 i #1 #] miR-30a A1 miR-152, | i
DNA H R #:#% il DNMT1 F1 DNMT3a [ % ik i3k 11
i Klotho /K, {2k 4F 4tk 7,

KHEE40f% RNA (long noncoding RNA, IncRNA)
Z 57 ZRER PR, (AHAEE A4
(¥ Th B 2= 7T M 8 T D B B Y. B AL AE
Smad3 B AE A / @ b 2 1 /0N BR A 2 RN A PR A &G
HIEFHE A4, RNAMNFERERE
/b 21 Fft IncRNA 7E B £F 4 10 i 72 o 52 3 TGF-p/
Smad3 {5 S 1. Hd, IncRNAnp 5318 fll
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np_17856 215 T TGE-B Jr 1) ¥ £F etk JFoT g
PR I 24 L 85 2E 307 5 7, E TGE-BL o
Wi NE B RN, IncRNA MEG3 7K1 ] 12 %
%, 1T % ik IncRNA MEG3 7] #1# TGF-B1 % 5 i)
EMT SR M5 70 A B 2 4L 5 7 0,
1 A BELE 995 R SRS 6 B of, 1 Dy TGE-p)
Smad3 JEEE F U1 5BV T, 1050 IE IncRNA
Erbb4-IR W] 175 7 Smad7 ik, MM Smad3
S B ELF AL T

6 ¥B[ETFTGF-pX Tl B A0 ATT SR mE
6.1 TGF-BiES T2 14K

Pt TGF-B T VLM IR ITEH S &) iz ik
o WEFLRN TGE-p IR, TGF-p X X% H
M2\ TGF-B 324N 175 (4171 GW788388, IN-
1130) S5 1 2 M 7 YE AL i B8 vh 35 5 G R0 g B
YRR P WE AR ] TGF-B 2R 5% 0
TN AN PR SELIBT T LAk 2 B U ) R 41 4 A KT T,
Klotho & —Ff 3 Z4E B /INE T Hz At M rh 33k (1) 5 )
B R H B, R E S S TGF-B I A 32 4k [ I
TGF-B 55 WA, BEmimsl et . BhE
B2, FLE TGF-B IR Pt e e /e S AE IR
PRARSE B PR ATAF 78 P A3 e s ™ fldn, Nr7
Mt AR S B vT LA ) TGF-B1 5 )13 7K1, A
TRy Ry k15 B VR B ZNER 4L, (focal segmental glomerular
sclerosis, FSGS) FHH R 5 i Al v B /N skt 22
(estimated glomerular filtration rate, eGFR) [y /b ™%,
A TGF-B1 % 1401117 Fresolimumad 1 LY2382770
7£ FSGS FHE PRI B g b IS 1B AR T
USR5 MRERE, EIRR R RE, T
TGF-B1 HUA VA TT o1k HE 22 B JR 7 B gk ™,
— T FC AR 3R B A & TGE-B1 X0 PR 93 15 AT 461
A ERRTER B, Beah, 58 B W TGF-B {5
5] BEAE 75 I B 9 RE S B AR 2 i 98 ke A ) XU
PELAS 1 ARG ARG IT T )2 N
6.2 TiifSmadZEBAELENETT

N T 3B A 58 4 BT TGF-B1 15 53 % 7= A A
REHR, #A T TN 5 F Smad3, Smad7 551
1R IT RS R 5 B R, WA oR, BMP-71EN
TGF-B/Smad3 [ RIREBUM, 7E 2 IS IELT 4EA0 AL
b BAG R R 5%, H)E 75 8 4 Kindlin-2,
A LLE /> Smad3 5 TGF-B 1 B2k 454, s
6] J5f £ 4 4k ', Ski & SnoN fF Jy Smad 5 % ) 4%

SEALAMHIE 7, ATHE T Smad W RO R %, #E
M &A% Bt 25 4k 4k /5 F PV, Smad3 i B2 1k 410 1 571
SIS3 A3 i /> EndMT, 828 Kl R 0 B 1 21 4
PRIKF B BL Smad SAHE &5 R 2590 B AR 4R IR YT
WIRHFE] T EA . GQS5 & A EH A Mg H2 HY
(/NI &4, FEE Tt Smad3 F1 SARA
(2E&, i TGF-B 1 2452 4R F1 Smad3 fIAH FLAFEFH
MIM98/> Smad3 FIBEERIL, B3 AN FMER
BRI a-SMA 4P 4EIE 2R 25 4F 4E L Fa b
KPR 25 R B BN ) Smad3 5 M K 4T 41k
SRS, TMAE Smad3 BRI /NG b R 4ii b, B0
BRA R — LA TGF-B 7 ST 4EIb [N, 12
7 Smad3 7] A& BB F LR 4k A [ 2 T P,
W RN E 2 P E IR REA R, YK Smad7 1)5R
WA B T4 28 5 RO LR Ak, U, (B A
B2, 1 BEik Smad7 AT fE < [H W NE-xB [#)E
HEEDRe, R R MR AT, A E R
# /2 Smad7 7 MU E BE R F I Y. A, BT
Smad3 5 Smad7 155 [ J A /2 B AR YAk i AR 1 B 22
BL,  AHE 7t 201 Al K 3 (Smad3 40 771 ) FHAR
TR (Smad7 357 ) F-F# Smad3/Smad7 {55,
TEASE ISR T, AN EBOH RTES AR
riETT 8RB (F 2).
6.3 RIBREFEHEXATGF-p/Smad$B )57

T AL 2B (FR 52 miRNA) 75 & T £F 4
AT I E IR RIS T 7 1o Wkl 3 Biw,
7F Smad #H 1 ) miRNA #, 3% 1A miR-29. miR-
200 5% 7 ] miR-21. miR-192. miR-433 ¥ 0] 7 &%
7}&2}:—% '%é‘?éﬁ’“ﬁ E‘Jiﬁ%% [49, 50, 55, 59, 63, 68]0 JHQ&]‘ , *?\ﬂ
miRNAs A # [ 4% TGF-B & TS 5707, o0&

Renal fibrosis

Kl 2. FF# TGE-B/Smads 15 5 i VA £F 44k,
Fig. 2. Anti-fibrotic strategy by rebalancing TGF-/Smads.
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Fig. 3. Potential therapeutic targets in TGF-f/Smad signaling in treatment of renal fibrosis. TCM: Traditional Chinese Medicine;

IncRNA: long noncoding RNA; miR: microRNA.

B AT AEAR 3R . 15140 let-7b A] BE 1) M #%) TGE-p
IR 32 44, k77 BH T TGF-p £ 8t / JE4 JLIE IR A 5
(B B2 44k U, (B R /2, miRNA $E 5
W%, HIFR—#0 5 38 2 2] 2 4> miRNAs %, B
I “RER AL MIAFELE RS T 2 R . AR
W A% 2 77 =078 il i 1L 1 4% TGF-B/Smad 5210 B 41
Yetb b fe. Blan, 1284185 A% LBEALES (histone
deacetylase, HDAC) I35 MS-275 A1 HDAC6 il
738 3 BH r TGF-p/Smad3 & F 5 i 5 3 3 1 1) 45
Bro 53 B A FELAE B B R R L R K R LI5S
(5 £ g qp, U001 R BE RS Il EZH2 W LLE T
N Smad7 RIEK PR ALK, A S
LR R YT #E A 1O,

7 FRERE
i Pk, KEUESERW] TGF-B & R i/
R0 BB ER IO S B IR 4t A A R R

BN 2. AF N TGF-B B4 4 b & A= (1 %8 4 1
Smad3 K H R MIBAE EAB M I B4 3 5 4F b R AR
A%, Smad3 A AT #8 BN T B IE 27 4 A0y BEAR
(PR A, T R IR A N Smad3/Smad7 {1 F P
A RE VR IT AR 4RI O . DR, BRI
R I TGF-B/Smad FH I 5 LR 573 M 1R 24 4 4k 1A
Ty F RIS R T, BB S5 A 7 R B S HE
Z GRS, 32 AR RPUE ME 2R 410 1) B T A
J5 ]
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