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Research progress in process and mechanisms of embryo implantation

XU Qi-Xin, SU Ren-Wei’
College of Veterinary Medicine, South China Agricultural University, Guangzhou 510642, China

Abstract: The onset of tight connection between embryo and uterine endometrium terms “embryo implantation”, the beginning and a
key step of mammalian pregnancy. Defective implantation leads to failure of pregnancy and infertility. In recent years, along with the
technological advance, researches on embryo implantation have achieved great advances. This paper reviews the key research
achievements that have been reached in the last decade in the field of embryo implantation, focusing on the changes, roles, and under-
lying mechanisms of both luminal and glandular epithelia during implantation process, as well as their interactions with embryo

trophoblast cells and endometrial stromal cells.
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Fig. 1. Diagram for the processing of mouse embryo implantation. 4: Apposition of blastocyst; B: Attachment of blastocyst onto

surface of luminal epithelium (LE); C: Disappear of LE; D: Invasion of embryonic trophoblast. PCP: planar cell polarity; OPN:

osteopontin; LIF: leukemia inhibitory factor; MSX1: Msh homeobox 1; STAT3: signal transducer and activator of transcription 3; HB-

EGF: heparin-binding EGF-like growth factor; Jam: junctional adhesion molecule; TNFa: tumor necrosis factor o; Racl: Ras-related

C3 botulinum toxin substrate 1; pP38MAPK: p38 mitogen-activated protein kinase; HIF2a: hypoxia-inducible factor 2a; ADM: adreno-

medullin; ICM, inner cell mass.
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ENRGWKY, I AR SR RS T e
WA, A5 7 B N IR e ik 2 i 52 A
MTITLE Z R VR T R 78 N AL O s & 7R A
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RS AHSE Y PRA B 5 4R T 5 628 Al
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TRERR I R U1 1R R R A PR e A
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U7, JCgm i i 25 (1 THH AT DL 15 378 3 5 4
J bR IR 2 AR 4N T #H 1 (patched-1, PTCHI)
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(RIa0 R . B R e PR R RR Thh R Nr2f2 7355
e A R AL SR U T, R S R Thi R
Ne2f2 (/N R R R, AR TCVE R M B 75 i b
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- O SRR 0 R B AT DB /N BRI I R S, R
SENBIRIRIA, X PR G I ORBR AT LLdE I R R 45
AN RS — BRI 2B R 4R, X — R Bk
I ) 24 5 B () PP s 0], 25 /0N By SRR &= (1) E2
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2 W AR IR VR i mT DA e 30 1 G 48 i 1 P o 1)
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Karslioglu %% (1) 8 75 2 W AR I VR 6 114 Wi L 5 470 725 e
% 2% ¥ 7§ [ (mammalian target of rapamycin, mTOR)
55 I g2 BN ) S HARRIRAS Ry BEAROC, @i B
— NI FENR ) mTOR A5 53 % B AT {8 IR JiG 1E N —Fh
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SR AE], AR HPIRAS 5 I8 HE) R/ SR AE IR A R
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A B B BRI R AR A B CG S — A
EUSLIA 2 B 085 Notehl, 1285 [ A H 5848 L 1)
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R LU T T 357 48 2 TR XSk B 1 O1 (forkhead box
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B IR R, BIINTE TR PR SR AAE
T, TENEXN CG 1R MRE TR, Toik B
Notchl ({335, &AL RE /132408, BETT 520 T

BN R IR G A R AE 1 PP Noteh {5 5 18 4%
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M AL LIF 2 A KA ar LA R Misxl 3R,
VLB Msx1 (¥ 5 12 52 3 LIF @35 5 5/VR
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WERGZE M R BRI B T EREARZERN &
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LIF B A K 5 1 =215 5 7 S M s BoE
¥ 3 (signal transducer and activator of transcription 3,
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EHZANE bR AR B S TR Bk
A7 AR, 0 1 BYE K 19 (bone morphogenetic
protein, BMP) 5 % 5% #& Alk3!"!, FOXO1" i J5i &
4k 6 (proprotein convertase 6, PC6) ., T
FelRA N, EHCAXT VRGN AT R . STk L
AN REES T IAE R PLEIAE B, kb Ras #HICH) C3
W HEFEEJEY 1 (Ras-related C3 botulinum toxin
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FEARAE L7 bR, 5 A B AR A D% Y A B i
2 B 2 7 B A R IO 52 44 3 (protease-activated
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FENENH 22 A2 B B s Th i Sk B, X 4 Al
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e AT E R AR AL E Y SRt A
R, NG X Al O R T XA 5 R4
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AT AN A& Z BT, 2 17 7 e R J 36 s K B R R
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[ 2k & 15 5 /v F 4> 7 Vang £ & 1 2 (Vang-like
protein 2, Vangl2) ] SN R 15 L AT PCP A
K E FRIE A0 E o H IR s, b m )
L ZEFNPRE L3R =, FRECE IR /N ETRVEIE T T,
FERETE T 5 b e A H BLVR AL, HE i Bl PR Bk
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() 50 8 AR IE,  $R s AR/ RO IG E R #2
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2.3 IFRERR LR AHRARIEA S FFINEE R RA

B & I 6 G 57 A 2 40 i 5 4 R /N 25 8 il s b
Fe R e e, MR A IRIE N B G — AP B, RIE
QTR IE RN . ARPIF IR R A TT AERK
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= 0 L W AL P, X MG 7 A A R e 4
JRLF ) L AE AR S IR IR LI TR AR 3 THIESE . R,
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F b, Racl @i/ A RIVRIG & BB f b Rz 240 P 9
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ol b R am ke T TS AR B R ok Y HE—
A2 A AR ST 5 UE B VIR 23k 1) b 83 SR B ] 1
o (tumor necrosis factor o, TNFa) 7] PLiE I F H7 ZH iy
1K (132 /& TNFR1 fll RAC1-p38 @ % % S b 7 4i
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Ff T RIRPIRE S AL B TR, A
S L5 R IE Z A, Tu 55 U B B 50 UE Ok
55 R b b R4 i T B, LA BEHERR
555 R ERARNNXMICT I TRE, Fi5h—
R SR 7E S S b R A S AR T T T
556 R b, PRI TN PR/ S IR AR R 5 AR AR L
PR b R R R A LR WSS R . 1R
NV 20 B B T e A I A T P A U e 2 LA
filt, T TNFou 75 5 F 40 M8 T2 00 AT DAFE AH X 3z (1 BE
BB, IR AN RE A X i b B 40 42 I ¥ 2R 1
I AT R —H NS S - SR B Al
i b B A A AR N AR AR T, T RS B R LR
fih ¥ s R 2 L El VR i 439 TNFau 5 S 12 70

3 FERERLEESERER

T8 WS AT R A RS AL AR - i
ERCRIIR B R UM RR, AT—HBETE
FRAA 53 WA 1) 25 R R IR SR R BT il 75 110 T il
JUHSE B A 220 TER W T 5 A 1 733
Poxes WEVE A SE P ) 2 AN B AR R, LT E R
AW MAREIR. FERPLIRINRIR BB A1
B DA MR S A A B B T Bl LA
B SE A AR SR, el 1 5 R M 2 DR R B
TIVENI A, AR AR IR AR T R A % I 9T LA
TR AEREERE . X7 585 = 4E AR BRI H I
T B RAR RO FEA RAR K 20 . RLATZEOR,
Yuan S5 K BUEE RGBT RS, CaAfrEmn T
HIRAIFEAER, MEEL K SERT -5k
RIE RN EME, $Em 7T EIREEIR AR S KR
A SE I EE MR Y BFRE R, HIRNEM
T RRAN R B B AR URS T3 PR AR R O A7 AE, T
YRR 15 5 47T HB-EGF 7 fig R R #Fix 28 % & it
PSSl
3.1 RIFHIRE

HRZHEE KT S50 CH AR LN 158 &
AR, 2 B LB ) E AR A A R R
B AL, HIAREVER AL ST AR
v PR EIR B A AN BBl R A A R 1) 80U T8 58 SR
i . RO AR SR I R AL TE AR
FUREIFIRI Y, B0 3 B LA e . k. JF
) E AL R AR AR K. SR i,
BT BE R T 8 IR 2 ™ fEN R,
RS 50T 1) = 4E BRARBORAF B M A5 AL, AT LIRS i
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KA NCLUR 5 AN - BRI, JHERH, &
. A S, AR IS A T R
HILEFR—I e n ™ ARG AR K
KHPa )L T B o, BARFEIEYRSE 140 KA AT
SHREMREZE, BEH AN T EERERR T
OB AVRIRARLN, H—EHBEFERHN, ¥5
iR R EH g, BERERNE, TEREAER
SRfe EARE w4 .

T B R B AR T AR TE R AN P A G B A 4
MRS 40, 4005 40 M R AL R AR BARH, 16 7R
RS E AR AN TFHRE P fEAREA
J5E 55 2~10 R, BERIE S 22 W] LARH 1E B AR 1) R AR
X LG WEPE /N R AE S J5 T B TR A AR AT A (uterine
gland knockout, UGKO)*™"*, #|H i N1k, HE4
B R IE SEAE A K AR B G E X L
SRS S 55 Cdhl ( 9ht E-cadherin 25 [ ).
Hoxall (homeobox Al1, [A Y& &3 All). Wat7a
2 (32 Y LK% TGFR™ 1 Notch1 13 5 5@ % ™,
Forfr Wt {5 5 3l B A1 % K7 FOXA2 T 78 EL 4L
jﬁé)\ [74, 78]o

FOXA2 & i F 4 5558 1 B WAk b B bR &)
1501, FVE RS TR A2 R R & &)
REAHSCII N T, A3E LIF 7 fERIAE /N7 B kg
FPERIER Foxa2 33507 B GRR IFAE A 5 R
RN, TR R A V& SE R AR N R T8 B
PR 1 g 5% 12 35 DR DU AN 52 e AR R TS (HRZ /S
BAKAR IR AR T AR T A 22 ™), 55 Foxa2 Rl
8L, FERIAE /N T B R A B0E Noteh {5 538 #%
AT DL S BURAA R B B AR 2 B e AR/ R
T8 b i 0E Noteh {5 5@ 8 5 Foxa2 mifk
KRB AN R, BOE 1/ BB AR R I
LIF 7p Wi/ > HAZ, (HH IR AARR T Zhag b IR
g4, e EWA R BRRRIE 2 bR 40 A
Feak R R kR & 4> T FOXA2, #2271 Notch 55
TP O] RE S ORI R s b RRT R b R B A Ok
(BHEARKE ).

3.2 BRIFH9TNEE

EN DNRMZFE WA, THERAE
P B M LYK PP B 1 55 18 22 B SR S A R
737 E b, A R AR R )G 51K 8 B IR
ARl g 97 UF 5% U8 SR KR
B B AR, ME. 40 DR R A AR A,
XTEIGHE IR . WAL A R A A A LR B 2 3
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EEMER ™ TN R T E BRI E IR AR R
FErRVE Y 7 e ok B 225 5 () UGKO 304,
TG M 2 3 RN BRI 1 B A A S VR SR IR R
MIEHE RS, WARREZIEIRIE K 5% 5
(3.1 ) BIAR 2 RO AR I R R R B AN B 22
BOVEFZ MG IR, XL/ B A (1) 32 B3 R
B AEAE AR AR B3 U8, FEIX S, FOXA2
R IR B bRy, RIS T TR I
()5 AR b R, EAE T Ho At 40 i SR 7Y b AR v
HRIECY, F, FEEE Foxa2 milk R MG %
PR ) 56 4 2 B N 7 8 AR i R 2k, il H
VRO FE IR AR D RE AL

/N BRRAA B) A A, A A B R G R B
B LIF. J& B B DR 2 5 ia
F) A R B,  BR/b LIF R R /0 B2 DR A R B 53
i IR B R R, LIF 2 A F 5 — AN
S IR Rl i B IE B L 6 R i 2 PR OGB4 Y 1 43 1 B
LIF ¥ 8 IR A It B BA B, BoE
Ji b R AP b ) S2 A4 3T R ) STAT3 5 5 1 i Al HL
BN R ) RIE P f ] Pgr-Cre fE T B R H
WRER Foxa2 W/ BB Z Ad,  H A Th R g 3
T RIS LIF 3 ER, 45 Foxa2 BEINFRI
JiRAA R /N B R S 40 LIF 2 (A Re 4 RO G 1) 26 Bt
AR AL R A P12 (B R AR RO AR, iR
MR e G, I bR A RRIRRITE 2%, SEURAGH
FRNTCIRIRN AT, 38 7 A4 i R I i 25 2k B2
526N, i Ltf-iCre 7 IR K & 7€ 45 10 B AE /N
BT B PR Foxa2 BRI Jy LIF 6kA 5 30U G
PR O, HE 4 LIF 25 [ AT PASE 4 30 RO G 1
FHRIFIEF P TR Y, PR LIF 25 IRAa e
RAEE I 78 0 bR, H 78 BRIt T Ld it
LAt DR 2= 52 i Jiis b Rz 4 T FR) 422 BT 9 O AV i ) 4
N BUE VLM TR AN R S I i b R 20 i
AL .

HANEES SRR E MR TS W)
B M HE A (osteopontin, OPN), L FR/> WA MEREER 1L,
# A 1 (secreted phosphoprotein 1, SPP1). fEf$5 A
F/NRAE N Z AR, OPN E B E BH A2 HH HE
ORI T AR A W BT, OPN A Arg-
Gly-Asp (RGD) &5ite 4, ety %A Pl M
113 5 40 i RN 41 2 T 4 B PY. OPN R % [R] i
AT BN LS R aVR3 BLAEE TR E 40 1
avB6 HALE &, T/ AR AR AN b 2 2 TR] (8 Bt 27

fE/N B, OPN W] DL 5 IR I B & R G
T 4 P9 B I R VLI 3 I - 2 75 R B 1 VR
(phosphoinositide 3-kinase/serine-threonine kinase,
PI3K-AKT) i % AT (R EIE AR R0 B 70 72 R TAS
XF ELAR R S AR 52 8N 1B W0 Fr 25 1,
SPPI e e ——NEFTA W 78 #0227 R IA
FEpR 710 SR AR AR szEG H, OPN ALZE (R R LA
WIS R aVR3 Rk B 78 L X Ishikawa 40 i
/%J: [101]o

4 FENELRSEREREEER

TEM G E R A A RE rh, 5 A B2 o 4
FA R AR A AE A B BAE R, 1X885%
VA EAE AR IE R AT 2 CRAE ARG 5 TR R
DI OGS MASCER 2 TPk, (EMESE A2 B 1
SERESTR, i b R A B 55 [ THH-PTCHI 5%
53 UME T R AL ) b 2 7 11 ) FGF-FGFR 55 7y
WME S SLFEA, PRET 5 N2 1T,
XG55 93 WA % b AT AR — > 2= BT ) R PR A e 3 BUIR
ARHP SR . TEZR B SE R R R SR 2 A
KBRS, FEERMBITHEIET 20, kst
YR B RR TR 48 0 4y A O TR R B A O3 W D RE ) 2 1
PR AT B, XA R R O e A T, 3 b THH-
PTCHI {5 5 i B #% 1k 9 J DL i 1 COUP-TFII Al
HAND?2 /™% 53¢ R - 155 5 0 IR A0 AH DG 1 4y 1~ 3Rk
I B sh AL U2, Pawar W U EOR, R4S
PR RS Star3 171N BRJES J5T 4 B (1) it 6844 52 21 5 il
AJ AE A b 7 FE T [A) i i EGFR FCAA - 52448 55 73 WA 5
S ZATEC . WeAh, b PCP Ty LU i
Fr BRI 2 1 B HCEL IR %) (segment polarity protein
dishevelled homolog, DVL) 15 5 i 4 X & PR J&5 2 i
21 i A gt A A 3o R A B A
NIRRT RE b R A B AR T R —
WA AL R A R S U B, X
— I AR R BRI A - 1 I o A B o e e R
iK% S R T 2a (hypoxia-inducible factor 20, HIF2a)
/N RER IR RN R, LB B, J
JR A ¥ HIF200 AT DS I 2 57 <62 £ I (matrix
metalloproteinase, MMP) [% fift 35 IK /N %= J& [ E 2 11
SERS, RS> bR A s Ut nT B D
TR T VR G 77 A1 I T2 20 B st Bz 4 e ) A W A 4
MR APESET . [FIR, JEJiT HIF2a tHA] DU 55
PI3K/AKT {5 5 i 2% {1 2k % 7% 71 W J2 41 B () A= 47
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Table 1. List of transgenenic mice that carrying uterine specific Cre recombinase
Mouse strain Tissue specificity Temporal specificity References

Pgr-Cre Whole uterus (Epithelium +
stroma + myometrium)
Ltf-iCre Luminal epithelium (LE)
Glandular epithelium (GE)
Sprr2f-Cre Luminal epithelium (LE)
Glandular epithelium (GE)
Wnt7a-Cre Luminal epithelium (LE)
Glandular epithelium (GE)
Amhr2-Cre Mesenchyme
(Stroma + myometrium in adult)
Pbsn-Cre Glandular epithelium (GE)

[5,26, 44,72, 85, 102]

Postnatal day 2-3 (Epithelium)
3 weeks to adult (Whole uterus)
Adult

Inducible by E2 up to 4 weeks
3 weeks (GE)

Adult (LE+GE)

Fetus

[71, 85, 103]
[85., 104, 105]
[63, 106]
Fetus 172.107]

[108, 109]

10 weeks (No data before 10 weeks)

BEI e IR AR A2 N R 2

5 RE

R 1) B D 6 TR W LA IR Uik ke 4y, Ak
BT EP REENARSE . —. BIRERM
) 75 2 Tl 2 2R A M S A 2 TR A ELAE A
1K G 24 i A 2R, 45 A S b i B ) IR iR R = A
PAS H G S AT U A 2 26 . B NI -
B AR bR AR R A S 43 A T s PR gt 2
f, EAFERIG N AR, FEANER 2
Foh G B A BRI L P R 4B L R 2 5 T L4 Y
WRRGE PR B 98 3 e B AN HOR It 2, Bt 54
FOI 7 BRI G, B AT N BT A6 A TR I e A
R TEAT S ANEL 1 53 A0 A1 2R 1 T AE B,
AEAE AEA A B SR T DB Sl . i A I 260 7
HIIR N AN M S Y (R 404k, (E 34T 55 8 D g AL 1
PERIE TS AT DAEAT B IN4B S, IR AN BN, AT
22 VPR R IR IG5 PR AR BRI AN 4y 1 B

LA CRISPR-Cas9 Jy AR 1) iy 800 R g AR B AR (1)
B WS G R I L KA R sem . B e
S0 J7 A PR k) R A A R 1 A S 1 i R
gl TR, AR T 5 R 57 11 Pgr-Cre, 3| b %
21 4 5 1Y Wnt7a-Cre A1 Ltf-iCre, g 4445 5 vk i
Pbsn-Cre DL Az 32 )5 A1 L JE 4 i 45 57 ) Amhr2-Cre,
BRI e R AR S 1 TR BRI, A F Tk
T JLAFE RN 2 R A AT 7 B B R (VE LR 1)
ABEAEA AR K, BB R = IRAARRE S DL
Al A T AR ORI RN A RS
T H. FEPR i HEOR 4 IG5 R FL 7 R 1 o —

AT RITZI X R BN AT REAT LAk K 4 - LATE
HT T 4% 50 14 22 [A] 2 B 50 R RCRAR T 7R 22 ANUE
BEL B AR N RACSRAE N I RS A O A B A K
B SRR, IR g R s MR R 7 T A e Lk Ar
TN AR SR A A KB SR, R RWT AT
11 RN 3 7/ el 1111 N 61 P/ L Pl ST
IR DT A7 T AL BRI ESE, BN
B FE R A R HAb R A5 SRR A IR B
T R A G A ROR (R, AEAR N RS 3 4 3h
Y EEEX H R T TH OB e, EiX
e R Bl W) L SR N R BT T A S 1 IR IR A R L
K N il B 2 B P AR 0 3 A 7 A 7 R
ROCEERL. AR EIR LA .
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