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Mechanisms for establishment of the placental defensive barrier
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Abstract: Placenta serves as a temporary fetal organ, which mediates maternal-fetal crosstalk and intrauterine fetal growth. Placental
defensive barrier is a fundamental physiological function, which balances maternal immune tolerance to the fetus and resistance to
pathogens. This review summarizes the latest research progress on the mechanisms of placental barrier formation from the view of
placental development. Recent discoveries have shed light on the cellular and molecular properties of placental defensive mechanisms
in syncytiotrophoblast, including autophagy, exosome mediated anti-pathogenic pathways, cell-cell junctions and cytoskeleton
networks. We also present an overview of placental barrier dysfunction and its implications in intrauterine TORCH infections.
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ZMESLRE LR B SR B seAh, e a
o B AR S e DR R B - — D TR ORI iR ) LS
SERHMA G R G B, 53— T3 TR A B AT IURF I
GERE S AR AR, b — R BIGHIEA 7 BiE Rn
THLER (interferon, IFN) SR LT K 1l B9 J5 4
RINAR o A SCHL R MR B A AR L 50 i 288 9 0 1k
FrBEDIREE LN, IF G RLBF R T RERR G 5
T B P IE I /2 TORCH S0 i A= I G (1 5 K

1 fafE AR LS AN 40 B Eehik
L1 BRE&EHigR

Ff A8 25 2 b R A F) 0 9 S ISR A M R 5 T
Ko FERERRRRRIAN BT, BETRINRRARIZE L 2y
Wk NBATRLIIRER) 2 Mk IR R IR . 1
NRALHR 18~20 K, E AR ALLE ) Hon kG

1. JRAE 0GR = 4 5 5 48 5

FosAEK, TERIIEEN M 3 AR ETFRE
Fdli g B s IR E R R R A A
W JZ A% I Al L % 5% )2 (cytotrophoblasts, CTBs),
40z B CTB 4 i fil & 1 W W ) 2 7% 6 i 57 =
41 iy (syncytiotrophoblasts, STBs)( ] 1). i 7E /& i
STBs [Aif, BAHEEERE /1) CTBs FF4f ) BEA4 i i
IR, TR R 7 R LA (column cytotro-
phoblast cells, CCCs), 4ii7E AL F 7, CTBs
f£ CCCs 1 2K I JT 46 43 4 4 98 6 A1 % 5% )= 40 il
(extravillous trophoblasts, EVTs), A {2 B} 44 i i -
o BEAA 0 8 S R T sh ik AT oot . 2k BTk, AR
G35 B A P 58 B B BEAG B4R FH A5 2% S -
B, STBs R AE & & BEAR M (¥ 2% B [l p o B,
ETYAC e, R R T B M ik e () 1 2
SGERIEAE 5 UbAl, FERRABUE XK, EVT e fE 1

Fig. 1. Trophoblast and placental barrier. Placenta floating villi is composed of two layers: the inside layer of cytotrophoblasts (CTBs)

and the syncytiotrophoblasts (STBs) layer which outlines the villous surface of the placentas. STB is formed by extensive cell-

cell fusion of CTBs. Alternatively, CTBs can also invade into maternal decidua and differentiate to extravillous trophoblasts (EVTs),

which remolds the maternal decidua and spiral arteries. Both STBs and EVTs constitute direct maternal-fetal interfaces. Compared

with STBs, EVTs and CTBs are more susceptible to microbial infections. In summary, STBs formed by syncytialization of CTBs

facilitate the placental barrier function, which confers the protective function of placenta from pathogen insults.
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NEREA S NP A EE X, HIERR (EEARE
R 2 R BL TR AN B W B SR IR AR ) AN R SR . A
TN BT, BEAAR IR 158 5 1) K EL AR MR e 3
FikFE AN RGAL, SR 5t AR ) Lk 77 40 R B )
WHEIEZ ), ZEIE NIRRT HAI T, EASEF
WRRNRERT, AL R Pk " 5
NFEAE, /S BB I 8] A0 IR L R B 4 i 5
EREIRAS . R ER QR R RS =R IR
JRYAML . — R P B IR AR LR R AR
FEZHM e LIRS R I T AL T A A
LIy RE I 45 44 B 4 P~ FE i«

FEEGRIX — PR AEBIRS T, BHIR S B 44 -
AT G AR . SR, IR AL IR B 5 K B
AEV R B, RTAT 28R A B0 B I B AR . T X
{1 I 25 7 A0 B s 2 B B S AR R I B
W AR B . BRIV A T e 0
R T DL B ESE R IR BN L " —

Cell Adhesion & Cytoskeleton

Exosome Pathway
# TORCH

117

TOLT, BURTAED A Reii i i ik N2 g )L i
WG RG], Radita By bk B0m A1) BRI 5
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T BF W 1) 45 K B Th e 2 2> 5 8 TORCH i J5
ARG ™, TORCH 2 1 AL 7599 JELfAE 4 )
R, ALFERIHL 5 3L (toxoplasmosis). At (others :
ZEHRR QTR . MR IR AR, 4/ EE B19. KU -
WK TS ). W (rubella virus). E4H
9 9% 7% (cytomegalovirus, CMV). &% i 5 (herpes
virus, HSV), LAR IR TR I ZIKA 8 1, TORCH
BEREAME LR Bela. BNKEEZEAR
GEURES Ry, i G ) LA RG S AT H A
BRRF . T SOR NGE A 7 S g 2 A 2 A Tl 4
SR DT R4 975 8 B B BT (1] 2).
1.2 BT ERE

RN S, BEBHRIE AR BHA M B & R
WA R T R R LIS — a2 U Ak
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Fig. 2. Cellular and molecular mechanisms contributing to placental barrier function. Diverse molecular and cellular machineries
empower the placenta with strong resistance to microbial infections, including anti-infection cytokines and chemokines secreted by
trophoblasts, unique cytoskeleton networks and cell junctional features, profoundly augmented autophagic activity in trophoblasts and
excessive exosomes released by placenta which is beneficial for promoting anti-microbial effects in other cell types. STB, syncytiotro-
phoblast; CTB, cytotrophoblast; EVT, extravillous trophoblast.
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A — AN B M A ) o 1 R R CTB fil5 7% 1%
E KM Z s, FrhagniEasn2etit, STB
PR Th B WL IF e, A BHIG PR R B 2 )
BE U EARUNRR A, SRR R SR
¥ 1 (glial cells missing transcription factor 1, GCM1)
S VT I 3R 2 A0 A i o e R T
FE/NERH, Geml =R 45 G G 2k W] X0 35 40 ) 5 44 i0%
FANM SR, I FERIESBOERR : GemI™
ReREaRBEFAR IR E R, S
Geml {2 1) SynB F R Rk /D FERT . A2 NI
I R & At 2 b, GCMI & CTB 7t
STB HJA B4 AF. cAMP Al LUEHEF IR GCM1 5
NGB AR 2 B (human chorionic gonadotropin
subunit B, hCGP) J3 3 ¥ L4 &4 MM g &, M
T 0% H &k [FIF, hCG-cAMP-PKA il #% 7] L
i GCMI B 1L, BERR L) GCMI 7] LL 41 5% CBP
K B AR E M, JF R 3 GCMI ) #E % A
syneytin-1 3%, {2 i CTB fit &. GCMI1 1 hCG 2
[ FAEAS IE RS, et i hCGR RIAM &
RiE R A 34k B2

ENTIFIAROK LN e 0 R AZ RSV S TN DANERE
G R I AF i LA L R Ry s, RILA B AN STB
2 B PN A R ) B R R E IS T EVT R A,
$& 7 STB AE Jy bt B B B 0T T 98 & 4 2311 £r 47 )
RE o SRR R R H IR B 4y 2 2 STB REHEHT
5T HURT ZIKA g B lgk e B2, B 0k WA AE IR A 2%
BRI B 4 N B A R B AR D, 4R
ZBE A AR T 40141, STBs AT LAA R4 i) 1
b5 R T I AR T P, k4, STB X7
PG A UK () U M 5T CTB ™ gl 7=
T 0 [0 <5 0 92 575 4 L Y A B 8 A HE N R 2
KR B D B R A v A A e R SR e sk
B, MRALAE AR I T STB W7 i %, HAE
B LIS SR BH S O HE TR RO E H B0,
B 7 STB = i B W R ol A gy, B R4
Jit B R BRI 1 e DA R R e BB A
ZUHEL, BB &AEER EARR EBH L % A4
U A E U, g BRI, STB RS 5%
PEXS T i B bR BE D RE ) IE B KA B S H B

B T 40 BOW Gl A Y S 2 i A 2 R
b, B AL TR AN P PTAE JRR G S I B G R AH ORI R
7 (Bl TP RiHER 5 4). &R 5 (CCL22,
CCL17,CCL20, CCL1 %) DL M jafb R 75 4%k (CCR7

ey FRaksE N Y, A R AT 42— S Ak SR
IFN 116 B 5. STB B 1 i@ BL ML 2 4k,
AT DA A LR SR AR A, e
PNE [ B R A2 . Carrillo 25 DL BeWo 41 g & & {4
TR, B v R HE B 15 5 Caspase-8 [V 7
W, #M] Caspase-8 R34 23 T 500 77 4H A (1) Jk
LB, [l A AR BT T R 40 R 25 A RN A A
JT, (AN MG 5E, XU AR A
111553 Caspase-8 (HT-{5 5 HEH ) RSELIPURGAE
FHI BT, Bk Ak, STB 22 R 4 i 22 REAE 22 H 5]
B AR R B B R, BERECE L
SR I AMO B R AE R TS BRI PN AR AN AR A
S3 A CIOMC miRNA [ B A B2 44 D) R i 41 i
A, PLRGEERH TEN A S R 7 1) 0 W Th g . X4k
0 2R AR R B AAAE FHBLAAE AE T ST IT A
1.3 ZHpayEsRE

o e FE T T R A B B K D Re R AR AR A 25 R
HIEH . &R ZAH 8 —Am A r 2
AR, RN bR AR S S YA AR R
SRR, M B % B E (zonula occludens, ZO). b
B B RIAR R B, ZO-1 s A EA
FEMEGR T IANG 5 h A Rk, AEAR R SH I G £ b
FIEW RN AEEREEFR I BB L 57 18 ) 5T
AR KN — B BEIR P ZE 4k P 78 1B a4
ZO-1 FIPHAE H FEAE STB § T H (apical surface).
STB 5 CTB 2z |f] bA f CTB AHAR4H il 2 18] % ik B,
ERAEREBEFERER OGRS, HEEEHE T,
T T BSUIG 25 2H 2R 0 5% 4 B R PN R 40 P X R 1Y
fif A, s SR T T s A ) ) A7 R g e A P
g B i 4 N Bz (vessel endothelium, VE)-cadherin
#& cadherin ZXIE MK 2 —, BN RRIEATH LIE
BT H B & (fusobacterium nucleatum adhesin,
FadA) 1N 524k, 2RI W S48 4 A b &
(1. FadA 5N 40/ b ) VE-cadherin JLiEf7, &
B VE-cadherin M4 /Y - 40 f & 52 A A2 . 1X — 42
AT S B R A B R T N A,
B IS M T R B SRS, 2
KRG EVT 2K T LB ANER A
(internalin A, InlA) 5 E-cadherin 454, it 41 i
) R 47 il g A7 ik e 21 [/ A R 38 E-cadherin )74 i
TR PETR Z ARG fR LR B ABah, SIIRE
TR, SVIEF T MR &R, nT el
Y S5 AR s RV BRI AT TS . AlBERE, £
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A ) S A L B B ) B as i R T, TE A0 e HEL R
W 1) 56 B IR K AU o AE 5 T8 UG R
20 (7] 5 B 21 1 (intercellular adhesion molecule 1,
ICAM-1) 7E4H f he s B, 0 ICAM-1 B 47
AR RS A M bR B e, H AR ICAM-1 Al S
FAERFRH BN R MIC2 44, #n5 K HFH
a8 ML B R IZ B2, BB o BE B A% 16 21
TRIZAZ BN, 33 i A 40 M T 1 R R A B B T
& SRR IR E AR E R A .
1.4 4RRaE%R

JULEh B 1 4t e BEAE B0 A M RN FLBh 4
Hf R R EEOH T E . U3l B RIEKF
FERRGY 7 HERIAR ) B R 15 2 B3 NI s AR
L8 & A TE IE 5 IG5 STBs BN IR 2 o o0 A B 2%
&g, HEHEALREFR FEREHE, T ER
YT LABESR LB B A e B N ARG R
AR R B B E R, XA 2 A
A% G IR TR AN T K R s AR R O 4 A st 3R D
AR ECE B R B ik, SECLHMEARE R
FEAIC. AHfis i D B SRR 29 G, B
FEAC 7 N B MR s &, 390 1 &1 78 240
LK 40 B N AR BB, LA T S A T R
LA E 1 0 518 HE 51 RNk 22 R R 38 vT g2 0 iR A=
N NEHE AR RATL ] ) D R, T A B 2 ke
I NAR AL s B B SRS, I A oy A v B0,
AL, AR E e T DLdE I S A N AR R kT 2
SR M, e R AT CUE G AR R A
S W #FAE H (clathrin-mediated endocytosis, CME)
a7 T RS B B N 51 A (clathrin-independent
endocytosis, CIE) 4% 41 e 71 (1) K 4> T =W R 5+
R4 . JLFATE I CIE 3@ BT 452 Lz &
A 200 B 4 B A i S LA 4 e 2 B g
N 2K A 9% B [ 9% 75 (human immunodeficiency virus,
HIV) 7£ 18 W A& 76 & 26 L B HIV 1 3R gL 41
W57 IE 2 WA EARH, SEUSGLME HIV @it
WA Rl AT R G AL 3 ¢ 5 GY HIV (141 A i
¥4 i, (peripheral blood monouclear cells, PBMCs)
fil T S BUBR G B AR IR AR R, R EL
&L 7 HIV (1) PBMCs 5 %% 77 40 ff fib &, fioh o Ja
e B 5% TR A9 25 B BT 499 75 AT E 30 min 4
W IR AR A, T8 B i 18 T R AR AR O
A Y B B TR AT R (HCV) 535574
NERIH HCV 32484, dtmdid WA Atk HCV
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2 BRI FFRERE N FNLERFR 2 F AL
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H W — R OR ST HO4E I A B A, TR
M A% AR B AR SR R T B R A T
PN AR B il 2 90 0 B N XU B S5 R 1) B W/, JF i
— i 5iEEER R AR S, B BIRE R B
WAy — M B ) A S R e ML, B ELRR AR
777 3 3t 2o i SR P s B A E N A, O
S H AN A R B . AT, AW
NRFERG)—DEEARE 77, 2 5REE
AT EE B A8 T R R s B B W T FR RS
5 B0 K 9% 4> T X (pathogen-associated molecular
patterns, PAMPs) f£i#:25 Toll F£3Z2 44 (Toll-like receptor,
TLR), TLR &Gl — 21 F AW, FRIEKR
TR o SR IE S R T 4 B N Ah S AE iR
RRIEEEEM . WA, HER AR EREANE
Wk V2 ik AR 2 g 3 w7 520l MHC-1 A1 MHC-IT 7347t i
FIE, W i 3 L G S N 2 4T B i e
PR AE 2 Rl G E AR Y v 2 AT AR, AT
AT AT 97 225 SR 2R B 1 W3 B K T A () 0 4 A o
DheedR o oS8 . AL 2 i s T
JLi5E 7 TR AR, T AR PN R b S BG IR 22 W 8% 57 2
21 0 e 1 RSB PR TR T A 0K O 1 4 A SR
W 5 AR, B IR A G R B R Gt
R RGP 5 G A v B W B v 1 R A T IR
AR IR, R HREE DI AL RS s 1K
YRR 0 B,

FRAE o 2 A E EA R AR, A PR
e NS BCR AT REA EORIIANE], A 2 KA A
JE o AT, R T I e Al AN I R A A
F TR R it 5, AT 0 1) 98 283 A AR 58 R R TR B
FHAG LR M. BRI, E WM T BE RO MEZ
PR R 25 IR S R S & U AR R 4L AR
AN T EWOE PR AE ZIKA 555 05 iR 2% f i R Hh 4R
H = ZIKA J5 351K G4 (1) N84 77 40 LA S/ BRUIG A
F v PEbR &) LC3-11 S5 X FR A AH bL B 1 s, 42
N ZIKA Ji BRI G 15 G 77 40 M A e M. 29
JH 388 4 2 T B ik L W D) Arg 1611 5035 ) F 4]
7 BELIBTT 5 e B T R, ZIKA 6 B3 5 iR AL TR
RSB Y B E 0], ZIKA 75 3 B YL i il A R BEAG
IRURSE R AR KRR s ¥, DL RS RN
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Wik (2 3E ZIKA 95 B 76 BERG ST A& . 2% BT L,
TERFE T [ Wik 2% 7 iR 25 BE B DA K BUR A Y B g A%
LR B VR F AL, BEERA 2 8 1E 40 K
TR, TR AR AT
2.2 HhiMEIRE

JIEd B 3 A P A WA S A 5 B I %o 1 1Y) B 4T g
S, WS5 T E S BURTAEYITE G S
AEAEH . NJREACKE 720557 2 40 (primary human
trophoblast, PHT) AMH F £ X 5 25 /2% 4 B A & B 1
BTy, Rl I o s A A A I T FAth Sl i 2 4
FKARPURERE ST, i se PHT K fFH 983610 2
PHT #5572 b o B SR I b il A, #8245 v
LR BLAH YT B R L RE DD 5 Rz, SR E H A
SRR B AN AR (an JEAR /N BRARE SR G B ) T 25 /%
e A AEAT R B miRNA A58k A G 484 1k
TEFE AN 5y WA TR A I PR R TR BEAR DG IR, R4 )
FHAH ZURIEME R B2, BT N 19 5 Ye ik )
CIOMC s N AR N R KRR 7R IA 1) miRNA
%, ENEFFAMHFEEIRSE. CI9MC miRNA 2
AL AR N JFAR IR 450 108 57 40 i A0 A v R A (0 28 4
I AN T IR AL/ REASE AN A, kR IR
JE 350 S 38 A BTG BRI L 1 e e B W TR R A,
AL / 3% 2 A BRI 1AM K C19MC miRNA %
B RHA. R LEUR AN, SCRERERIEL, &
SR AR TR R A0 MY B VR 1. PHT %R 85 9%
FEAT T R — e O B R A AR I R S AR (B
ATG4C. UVRAG F1 LC3A), 1fj A0 Hidth 56 K 4
PERRAT MG E. 41 2R R T % PHT K97 5L 5,
ZH B N 982 M K 9 £ (vesicular stomatitis virus,
VSV) Bk 8 5] 5E 7 3] LC3 PHYE ) A W MA B
FLY ) B R A 5] TN C19MC miRNA 755
() W P, T S L B I A S T A
B J P WA A o 0 T B 1 IR ik
PR R AIEIR 2 04 L T HALPUR S5 S
. C19MC miRNA 55 H C19MC miRNA {47k
WAAAS S T AFD T 2Y IFN {5 S8 Sl %, 1 H
SRR R IE TS B R TR 5 BEFRE A A
#& T H4H IFN-A1 % miRNA s Tesgm B, Ll kg
Rk R T UL BB LE P AR
2.3 SeR BB EHLE

FEBUR A Y G R b, AR R 2 MR
TP B, AT DAPOE A AR B AR M I AEE,
R H 3 B B AL R AN R, S KRR IS

P B AR 3% B2, e — R 3 LB AL 2
I8 I A P T B AR R SO A R ) B2 A
(pathogen recognition receptors, PRRs) >k ¥4 i & 5F
f*) PAMPs, [ifi Ji= i i 40 ) N A5 5 % T R0 R 1
G2 SN, BLFE O JE R 1A B SR B M A s A
T Bz A, BRAE AT LB TLRs AN
O A AEAE . TLRs B0 &% RN H i 24
WEE ST R, R KNAR 5 AR W &R St
BEAEMLE % 4 . TLR1~10 7RG h B R Rk
i, ffn, TLR2 F1 TLR4 7F 4F 45 5 ${X £ CTB
FIEVT ik, TMifE STB ¥4 #ik . TLR mJ LA
M B0 5 R A 2 I A R BEL L9951 Jak e B,
Rodrigues-Duarte %5 ff 70 & 7~, TLR4 fEARAM LI
i 300G 7 A0 B WO G 1 i U ZL AR A, RO
a8 N IS R B B, NI I VAR 1 9 )
[ s Fb B R A R R R T S R T
1 435 W] AR R 4% 2 R S I SL & AL, IR i3k
2= IR K A e 1,

TEN S A1 3 i 568 B0 B0 A W R e ) o 3 )
To Y HIV-1 A ) 32% 77 40 D 73 6 TFN-B Al
IFN-y f i W B3 e ), SR IFN /e 2 5 T IR
BB BE R DI RE I R HE - AHIEFUAH I TR 45 R RO,
= TFN-o 52 AR 22 B 25 5 I Gt ZIKA i 8, IF
I EAE R GIR B, 18 S SORE S At A
ZRGRE T O, IFN-L K 5 v 0 ) B R 5
T E 2 M0t T ZIKA Ji 52 gL 2 Btk . ZIKA
P EE YL 24 h F IFN-AL Ab3J5, ZIKA s DL
2 PRAR, TR F 24 ] DA — 2 e A i
[ ] 4 B TEN-AL T TFN-02 7 DL 58 4 7 B 48 i 3 77
WL ZIKA 58 O, AR BE SR M 43 1k
IFN-A1 38 A] PLERAP AR U457 2 240 i 50 52 ZIKA J3 75 1)
JYL P TEN 3 B i 3k TFN i) ] (interferon-
stimulated genes, ISGs) i 3 1k K1 B9 72 I 7E H .
AR 2, T EAL AR B0/ Y (B0 ZIKA 3+ )
LT R ISG ERIL, kG G TR A B v
B S0 R A TE SN MTTT S0 VE8 55 A 2 J ik 1 5 o) 7,
XA e Al ZIKA 75 8 58 IBEIGAE 3. SEAR
SEGREE SR A FH LA o

ARGy TR R 5, TR A s B b
gy — 2 A e K B 5 (84 IL-6. IL-8. IL-12.
IL-1pB. IL-10. TNFy. TNF-o.. MIP-10. fl MIP-1p 4% ),
i WERREOR A O i I R R 4% [
T RE 0 RV S BN RIEGRES S, WA CMV
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(hCMV) 1] LATE R 29 4 J8 A G 80557 2 4 i v R A=
S U, RIS 48 h, IL-6 mRNA FKIAKF i,
[ ] PAZE S hCMV 2 i 1) 37 v A ) 381 1 7K~
) IL-6, {HAEGR = A R U R S HL IS O T
AR = A et 22 4 o 1R 7 % 0k B B A i 0E e 8
AT SEA R UEYRS: 5 7> "), Tabata 50 70 BoR,
hCMV 5 & & 1] F1 55 43 0 DA 135 I 240 AN 25 57
MME T EE AR R, 2R EUERA L
RN CMV YL Haf . SRS A s ) B,
ARBHESFEREARER, X5 KEME M
I FIER T/ FAL R 3 PIAR G B8

3 IMNEERE

JIE A58 19 0 5 B )y S S 5 A R A SR IR 4
FE I LA . R A EAE B R G B 1 26 AT
WA GRS & e o S R IR L R E
5 R )L 2 BOW A S FE 75 %A,
BUR I A2 00 FL 2 T DL IR £ 57 B SR AR RR I
TORCH & § Al LA B4 5 (A 4 0 T BAR 1 S 52
A REI RIS R BEEBT TR, AR I
SRR 22 (R 00 S A P e] S B YR R G, IR AER A
BLE AT 3 BUIR LN SROAE RO SE DRI ZIKA 955 35 Bl i
SERIIBIAIE . WF TC A £ Bl 1 57 e 5 7B =5 18 217 =
L RPN 3R . B A A B AR B A5 Hh R ik =
DRNBIE TR A8 B, 10 AR A5 B R F 70 A A T %
MR E L IIRERAEHLEIR AN B AR, AR ETR 2 A
N R AL R R S B AR T 1R BEAG ST
T Joy 8 S B WO R S A5 1 2 T N A . WHTLIR
FE 190710 5 B AL 1) 5 R iR B0 R 3R S B
G 2 AR SR T (TR R AN O AR A K S
YRS ) A& U el AT A LA 2E T S i BEAR 45 R Y o
H AT =2 AR S OOAR T AR BB BE R “ ok — £ 7,
2R Z LA RHRADT T o
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