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Research advances on high-intensity interval training and cognitive function
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Abstract: High-intensity interval training (HIIT) has proven to be a time-saving and efficient exercise strategy. Compared with tradi-
tional aerobic exercise, it can provide similar or even better health benefits. In recent years, a number of studies have suggested that
HIIT could be used as a potential exercise rehabilitation therapy to improve cognitive impairment caused by obesity, diabetes, stroke,
dementia and other diseases. HIIT may be superior to regular aerobic exercise. This article reviews the recent research progress on
HIIT with a focus on its beneficial effect on brain cognitive function and the underlying mechanisms. HIIT may become an effective

exercise for the prevention and/or improvement of brain cognitive disorder.
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RS A R A BRI 200 N Tl B R I PRI S8 8E f

10 FLIR KT MR R . R H DX HIOT 2538
DRI T BE (13X =R e A AL A BIE FE 38 A TRN
H A 2 A I 1 38 K0 Sh REIX — [ LT3 24
AER, EHIT A 28 T IhREX —#r k3L, $om
LA R LA AR R R L AR

1 HITTHYEEE

HIIT fi% F7E 1912 S48 far 22 (1K 132 3)) 57 Hannes
Kolehmainen %, F LR EIZEIKS:. Reindell Al
Roskamm 7F 1959 4E#2H 7 HIT A& ™, BIEHEE
2 AT R B AR R, /R R R A 1) is
g ', Astrand Z57F 1960 4E ¥ VK % HOT [ 5256
WL, I HIT R ikis 3 Gt AR FF Bl i B i 1]
B NE% % &= (maximal oxygen uptake, VO,,,..), XH
RIF i Sy e " MAEREN 21 4l 5, HIT K
HEAGREPGEME. RIGYE, Bl 5 s r
HIOHZ —. SFEM, HT5%MiE3)MHLH,
HIIT 7845 H67 1) 8] A 5k vl 38 v 52 1 1 S AR 2 0
PRI A BN, PRI S B T 2 e P
BNBEIOCUE, FEEREIRIE . SR B I PR VE
TR

HIT fiz OB RSB, R R R
B AL mFERE. S MA EIZ3AHEE, HIOT
RELE VI 2k I B0/ I P BROd 32 iz 3 a1 &
AAUHFE, BIHIL “i23) J51d &% FE (excess post-
exercise oxygen consumption, EPOC)”, IR MLk Hr
BRAQH. BRIk, RS RKRGER 7 BRI [a], &)
Res 5 5K A 20 S A 2 B b p AR 3 S
N, B PR S VLA A I ARG
PR R U SR A R L R AR i
M B R i 2 /E R U, RS A TR
i FL iR /DB Tl g A 01215

BR 1 BEAE KIS (8] A S BILAA 72 AE B 4 ()38 B Rl ek
4b, HIT & A R 2020, {5 3 e ok T 3o,
TR RS BN S P, HIT 938 3 1 H 2673
ZR 2, kAT B, k. BhIESE, BAR
KRR, NATOTARIEA R 0 7 KA H 471k
PR AW S, AT OER A 2 s
AN T2 N A o e SN 9 7 N e R R R
H &SRS TBHER NS, HE, ST HIT i
0 H WM, X R 7 SO0Hg E N HERT A
[FiE s et & H 2 MR R RE R, filin, 12358,
FRELita], A FR AR 1230 [A] &R 1 R 22 [A] S 3
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B, XSRS ROR .

2 HIITS A A2 A F1Th gE RO FR AR 32 i
2.1 MERKMEIIAE

Boyne 55 5T .78, 25 min { HIT (3 min #4 &,
12 2H 4~4.5 min f K3 4T £ +30~60 s /R B, 2
min ¥ EF) ) GeE i b XU K+ BDNF /K7
(R4, U ORI B BT &8 iE 5, s R
il sizhie ®. WifEmEvish? b RAEAL I, Pin-Barre
SRR, 52 ME A SE3E, HIT (4 4H
4 min 80%~95% i KL +3 min /RS ) BE T L7 H )&
B XK BB B 28R, AT N p75 A B TR R %
& (pan-neurotrophin receptor p75, p75~") ] /K “F,
DLHR & i () pp e m 289 B, Luo 2681 5% 8o, 4
KK BRE4T A 4 & HIIT (4 20 4 min 23.2~30.5 m/
min §E3E +3 min 18.1~25.1 m/min J03% ) J5, fefeik
Hog D fn X 3 9 BDNF {9 £k, e S
CA1. CA3. DG X £yt Al & P4 BH 14 40 fa if B i
I RO BT RE IR P Rezaei Z5AfF 70 H
B, 6 i HIT (5 min #4&, 7~8 2 2 min 70%~110%
B R HLE +2 min 40% ¢ KL%, S min BHIE D))
L MA R Za Ea e P KR EZE. BN
p70 1% Kl & &5 [ S6 ¥ i (p70 ribosomal protein S6
kinase, p70S6K) 5 [k, ¢ kAN 1) 58 fi o] #8122,
Rezaei 253 — LW 5 o, 729 KATZS KR IEAT 8
JA ) HOT (5 min 45, 7 41 2 min 70%~ 110% VO,
)l & 123 +2 min 40% VO, KIH 585, 5 min
PTG ) b &5 5 A 48U is 3 BRI D KRR R X
JE IR AEAR AR, 4 v HL R VEGF-A FISUIR 14
P VEGF-R2 [ 8 ([ 323k, 0 W i i 2 & A= B
PL A FER B, HIIT BRJskER s 4808 « 3 5 i Fr)
2] BAE DL R R I L R AR, TR A T
XS AN DI RERIIR . Bh Ak, 78 i I 00 K AR
J&, HIIT F-FA] fg 2> b A 0E 30 7= A2 S i A
FURSEROR . B2 H TR FIS A BRI IR
BH HIIT S Fisi ifi 8 (19 238 A B FAh R 0132 3 2
REGF, UHEXNBABERNEZTEN, FIEH
BB SR DLIEAT I PR LS IE o
2.2 REBFEANINNINEE

Rai 50 70 7R, ¥ 4 AN L /£ HIT (4 44
30 s 42 /7 54T +4 min 40% & KA G R AT )
SR R AR B AR A, E R REEAT 1 min (P AN
AT 10 s R BO M <34, 7E)5 20 s myom/E
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B B 1ML 378 23 45 Fir k2> B Labrecque 25 7t 45 5
5240, iR I8 HIIT (3 min #45, 144 30s 4
T3S AT +3 min AR ) BEAEEET 4 AR LR AE =
SEFERT 10 s B B I, 76 w0 B R M & B B2,
X A] RE A2 KON HIT A H 38 75 i i i ge 7, B
A RFM MR AEIZ B A AME E ,  IX B b K it fixi 7
Wer 52 403 N/ i I A9 08 A TR RS, R R R0 T
Red s R IR Rk B (B LR A — E R
BRYE, —RFEARER/N, A2 E 7 h R
4 A0, 10 47, HIIT A FT 4k RKF W i i e e X —
WAL TREH— Y AR ERE s 2%k
HYIREFN, HUT &5 H T 28 N &
&M IR B e, AR AT s =R IX A HIOT J7
F R B AT R 7720, T HAd R 30/ HINT 77 % 2
HWA MR, GRVIT. 45510 Z i HIT
5 5818 30 55 AN [F]32 30 77 O A RN I I 37 1) 5
Wi, XA H T B A [R5z 2 5 Wi fixi DY Re AL, I
B XA [ N 2 B fitiz 3l 77 %6 . Robinson 453 it
F- [t SRR AR IE TR ST BT E 3 (PF-fluoroethyl-
2-deoxy-D-glucose positron emission tomography,
"F-FDG PET) %t tb 7 12 J& % ¥ 45 E s 30 A1 HIIT (4
H 4 min 90% VO, FIHID +3 min RS ) X E AN
123 e i A PR R . S5 R BN, AR
HHI25h, HIT 5 ae 252 i 2 T A fix X
HIETRE TR, JERG pRIX e X AR EE S, TR
FIF A mohae ¥ X488 HIT REfe i HEAN
i ML 97 LA e PR 4 5 DA % i 0 1) e AR, b A R
TN DIRERER &
23 WEHE, B BREBERIATINGE
REFRE B8 BRI 2 AL SR i ] 2R P AH SCAH G B
[1)& BRI Rk, HIE 3 A R R fil nf BEYEAH G R A
TR R, T A B S A A Th RE R4 A B,
Drigny 258} 5T 78, 4 4N H HIT [20~60 4. 15~30 s
80% #x KA % I * (maximal aerobic power, MAP)+
15~30 s $eah Ik E 23l 1 e oo B pE 8 2 (1) 4 12
MEESC I FEE M EEERE, $Em B HE A
H13hfe P7. Dominguez-Sanchez Z5HF 58 it 7x, 41 min
ff) HIIT (5 min #5, 4 44 4 min 85%~95% VO, ]
#i125 + 4 min 75%~85% VO, K14, 4 min &3
TS0 ) B AT i A A ()6 BN I BDNF (17K
P8 SRR R ROR R R G T IR e B Ak,
Tonoli £t 70 &7~ , 22 min # HIT (2 min # &, 10
#H.1 min 90% 5 K A7 fif & 1% 4T +1 min KGR EFTAT )

RE T 5 B 1 AR R SR 35 I3 Hh BDNF f /K B
Zebrowska ZEHT T 75, 40 min [ HIIT (4 44 5 min
120% LR B (1) B 20 +5 min /R &) LLH A Sz
) A R 1 AURE PR AR I - BDNF 7K
SF- 121 Rooijackers 25 MIHF 9% &7, Y 18 min [¥) HIIT
(4 min 50 W BT &, 3 2H 30 s 4 J1 P il S AT +4
min 50 W 3547 ) 5t BEHE i b R i 1A Th g
DA EAfF T4 s HINT Re o s, ERE R &
% 53U BDNF, X W] fE /2 HIIT 28X 38 N
DiRe I E R K2 —.
2.4 EEE AFP/REEIRIE(Alzheimer disease,
AD)EBERINHTIRE

Perissiou Z5WF 70 &7, HIT YI1Z5E F) T 158
SN ThEE ¥, 0 I T AE B e BERE S iE BN
YNGR JE R Ay 8 2 IE AT B %), Coetsee ST 7T
N, 16 JH 1) HIT (4 4 4 min 90%~95% HR,,. 1]
177E +3 min 70% HR,,,, M477E ) REf3E 24 A Kk
K48 A M40 25 1 (oxyhemoglobin, HbO,) HHEEL, 2
R O, MR 28, DL4E R K Bz J2 7% 3h 1 75
5 M Robinson Z5Hf 5% o, HIT GEM% (2 i3 2 4F
PN NG AR R AL B RS ANt B A R a1 1]
P R Re AR, XA R T a2 A AN
Iy fig ¥, Hoffmann 25 B % & 7, 12 J& HIT (3 4
10 min 70%~80% HR,,,. %178 # 20 +2~5 min /K & )
REC B 2 B AD g AR PER,  JE W] REXTIA
Thfer A E % ™, LS aREm, 1258
HIIT (5 min # &, 9 41 1.5 min 85% &5 A i 11 i
HI83)) +2 min 45% & KIEE M G123 ) feisid i
B RAR BN 75 A0 OC R 1) 3R 08 o035 2 R AR D RE
M BN En T AE U DL R TR, HIT 23
ZAFE AT AD B N Fn D Re AL AT e i i 18
0 A B 2 A Dy e % e B AR

3 HUOT{REFHIAMBMEE P ZEN S

HETRZ 53R, HIT {8 K0 A4 25 0 E
BLE MRS, CLRBPE S A/ BGE N A D RE 1)
H i B4, 9 e it 2 A2 W 2 L AT RE 5 0] 3%
BDNF 733 085 AN BRI 2R R AR T RE . 38 An i
LR FF R
3.1 {EH#BDNF 4 3ih

WEALEREE, AEE. FEIRE. S XUEE A AT
fE 2245 5 BDNF /K VR poe Rty 1229290 g
HIIT A9 4 3#EiX 28 A B4 3 BDNF 1020247 3¢
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HGEZAA G ThRE U P, Ak, WERERM, 5%
WA RIizah AL, 4 A 6 JE /) HIIT v] 58 8 2w
HE ik P9 BDNF. i J5 41 it 35 7 o 4278 9% IR 7 (glial
cell-derived neurotrophic factor, GDNF) ffj3ik P,
X R BIALEAE RN 2R 8 BA A, HIIT G858 /= 240 ) 3
KM il i 8 e R U220 405030 BRI & BDNF 1)
joe A 1S, BE K FA B . BDNF 7E 27 2
etz A RE EARCE A T A G X BN FE &, il
AR FC i, 8 O kw8 A Y R 4 o R A T B
YEFE B, g fuh &5 47 BDNF 135 5 ) 389 98 2 {1 i3k 5% fi
HIHK S FEHE 58 (long-term potentiation, LTP), {gift2%
S 5ie kY, dhima R INREE . SR,
H Al — Lo Bt 5T EAR EUAR T AR [R5 B S I H A 4R
123 HIIT %F BDNF Z3 il KF 1520, % W] HIIT
AE 5 A ot ) BDNF S0 28 72 R (1) 77 42, H
S H A JE AL E HEANE R o B 5 LRIt T,
MR FT HIIT 4350 BDNF 2 PR %08 F AR 5 pl 1) B
RN I A, FEA S HIIT BRFEEN .
3.2 WESNAERER AT

— LURIFFT R4 K W32 Bl A (R 2E BN AR T S 1Y
N & N L E = R AR - €2 - PR NI SESIE =S
R T RE AR B0, filtn, 325 AE e 15 5
R E2 A Y da AN | R R 2% A Ly g =t
FIA P S PUAARE S AR R Y
DAL, HIIT F#h 2 ORA R FH A e i 9 4840
BT (i 2RI T RE & % AT 4

Rai %5 8 i WG SL 4% 3 0% 2 #r &< 3, HIT REAE
23 1 h 53T RN A BEH IR (glutathione,
GSH) (7K F P, Melo 8 57 it 7, HIIT (10 2H 1
min 28 m/min ! 5i25)) +2 min 10 m/min } 5153} )
AT/ K BRI S Y A % (malondialdehyde, MDA)
B &5, JEH Rl D A B A A B A ) B AL
(superoxide dismutase, SOD). KL $T1 % 1L 6E 77 (total
antioxidant capacity, TAC) ffJ7K-F ', Freitas ZEHJF 57
& 7%, 6 & HIIT (10~15 41 1 min 85%~100% VO,,..
¥ &125) +2 min 10 m/min M G323 ) B T gD K
SRS N A B P AR AR, B b A B
PEAN, I Re FEAR T S N RORE R 1 B KF, IR
BDNF [fj ik 9, Feter 248 5t S 7n, 6 J& HIIT (21
7H 3 min 25 m/min #! 5 i3] +1 min 16 m/min i &G
Z3h) MREHE & /N R 5y SOD &%, 1> 2
FIVEE S5 P v P 48 (reactive oxygen species, ROS) “E
B fH 4 3N 5 R R 2 P9 MDA i & & ©T i
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Vieira Z£0F 70 .75, 6 J& HIT (12 44 25 s £ B i vk
125 +35 s RS ) BIRSAEIZ BRI ZIH 0K R JZ |
L ASORAERN X A MDA & &, {HA[fEiz3))5 8 h
B & 22k, HOHIT fE i % i m LRk X SOD.
GSH i E bl 1 % AL S (catalase, CAT) [
PO, Li SR FE R, 12 J8 HIIT 6 & 3% P4 MK AD
/INERIEE N BRL R o R EE Bl TR AR EE ]
(dynamin-related protein 1, DRP1). £k 24 A
1 (mitochondrial fission protein 1, FIS1) & 15, #2&&
Lok kA & A P RLARE S 22 E 1 (mitochondrial
fusion protein 1, MFN1)., £k} & @l & & 4 2 (mito-
chondrial fusion protein 2, MFN2). FLf#40 25 45 5 (A
(optic atrophy 1, OPA1) )ik, H A& 42 5
WL RARS) 172, kb ROS. MDA Fl H,0, 4=
B, $21E SOD. CAT WiE P, Bl ifs o i b B
W AR EORAR I IR H AR50 Thiae, Mg s
AD /NI I RNEAZEE S Y. g8 BRTIR, HIIT fig
B G i AR SRR, AR R TIRE, A
T 2 K Re AU, EmAAIThRe. (AERER
P2, HETRBE T b B HIOT 5 HAhIZ 30 77
O P BRI S e 1K) e B o A, AN [ 5
()32 B AT e 2 52 ik P 2ok 42 o B 4 i 2R G0t
LR AR R A KN B I RE R 170 S Ak,
BRI (LR, Bk, SRR KF
AN [F) 2 52 o A 2 AR S AL TR IR L RiAA T
PERIZERR A & g e B ik, HARAH
1a 5 77 T 2R Ty BE R 52 ) Je HAL 2 1R A = X
M. Be, XAeHEmAdthHEiashbrr, MinAaE
X R R /A (RN i Y 2R LR T RE, 2k
FRMWH e RN . HK, BahfedEisae BRa
B N2, (HE A s 2 AV E LRI ANE 2,
AR 132 B 0% 106 Dy e P 52 160 25 2R A1 AT g A
[F . bLECAN R E 31 77 AR 52 0 il 2657 4 D) §E 7 THI
HI5EE, AR T B2 356 R0 T BE 52 1 28R A
B o
3.3 HEMBRFLELK FFAFI

FLIR B I UE B X LTP fl 2z 2] g2 & e #L 2L
EAEN N BERTVE A RETE R, ORI ) R & A2
P VST, A ERES ST Y, sol R
Pz AR %, alE e A i P AR R 8, et
SAMATIEMANSAS S IS, sl mnge sy B2,

AWFFLEI, HOT 88 25 ML AKr ©,
HAEZFIZk 15~20 min J5 FLER/K-FIARIIE(E, K
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JEAE 10~15 mmol/L /2 47 ™%, HIT Ji5 #LI& 17K F
5iZ5h 5 8 W11E BDNF 7K-F P25 4T DR IE
AHOG B S HINT 72 2R (i SLER i LR A Pk v,
X HITh R 0 23 1 bl 2 ™). El Hayek %5
WEFLRE, BB AEIRE 7T H a1 A 2 id ot LR
SRV, FLER wT LU i o538 i P I AR R IR B
{ie HE VT ER 15 S 5 K] 7 (silent information regulator
1, SIRT1) ik, BETM 4% BNDF A1 H[I 52 [5] 1) 2%
ik U0, U] L, LR AT AR A U 5 G P — L S fi
AT A OGN AN R R IA W B0 “fBE 5 T
Morland %5 #ff 7T & 7%, 7 J& HIIT (10 min # &, 10
#H 4 min f5 KB IE +2 min (RS ) AT LR K& H %
& G A2k 81 (G-protein coupled receptor 81,
GPRS81) /512 H % s B (protein kinase B, Akt) £l
AR YA B I 1/2 (extracellular regulated protein
kinases 1/2, ERK1/2) {5 ‘F ik, i/ Bk S P I
BN KT A (vascular endothelial growth factor
A, VEGFA) £k, M4SN VEGF K- Fifz
HEMROME KA, SHA R ZhRERS A 2 i VE B,
Rlt, FLERAR P REAE HIIT 503t vh XUR 35 1A A 1)
et REEA TR, H 3 ZE s H i
SIRT1-BDNF. GPRS81-ERK1/2-VEGF {5 5@ ¥, &
THE 0 P A 8 R R A R R o ot 7 A A A ERC
ORI RE R AU FERS, M s AT RE
FLERAE HIIT 191 B 0% PR3 i 25 DA 408 55 7 1
RIETAE . R E B MURE AR A2 39 s SR i
R R ) B R P, Shima S 7T BoR, B
RIS B2 AR I U 18] FRD A LR KT 2 B A Y 5
Wiegers %38 it Jift 7 BE L 4R 0 R B0, HIT AT 3 5
BRI B3 I FLER /K F 22 0.8 umol/g, I HAEN
50 IR R BN Th g PP, T Rooijackers 25 ff
FEM, —RIER) HIIT (4 min 50 W 54T, 3 4030
4= )90 B 4T +4 min 50 W 3547 ) R P A AR
TR A TR PR AR I LR, I SGE R I F B
INENThRefERg Y, B, HIIT RS0 80 s Em
KV REAE T4 1 FLIR I 18 e 77 A n s 4 FLIR
AL, AR IURRRAS N ORI SE fhRe &, 4ERen
UGS, TP ICIEE SRR AR RS . 1250 1E
AR WM T R RREEEA ]
(monocarboxylate transporter 1, MCT1). 4 (MCT4)
BENFIM A, 3800 P FLER K B 58— 5T,
I BN A PR R KT e, W DR o i R et —
RO A LR, (R I FLER KT Y s

F1R 00 L TR R A A B 4 Dy i AR 1 RE TR A
i, B LR I e VR A IR, 2R
E DA R 1 it = ) 4 FH T S I R A S I i il A 3k
NZ RGN, A B ATP Sy K ik &g U0 i 78 7,
TR 2 Al S TR TR R ) et R ey, 2 A A TR R A T T
(nicotinamide adenine dinucleotide, NADH), iX£>5
i i Py S AR ER 58 %%, S SIRT1 K HA- S (2
ORA S SR Y, (R RAR TR E, fRmLk
KR RE. DRIk, HIT gedid = A & K- LR,
S W R R I A ) e EARDIRAS AT R T
INFIDHRERI S o £ B RTIR, HIIT 7 A= ) L BR AL i
N BEREAE M5 520 T 0% SIRT1. GPR8I {5 542
ARARIRE R E I AE s I 1 5 5% fi w98 4 A O
BRI R F R IL,  SCREVE N RE IR R #4275 %
e s, REAmIhee (B ). HtarE,
HMIEAE AR 78— 78 W BE I LR L VF R A B B T T
X IR0 DA N Tl e ) 50 e B Ao R R . I AT e XS
TEHATIBANM ARG, HAEERE L.

4 HITEE AAThEEROL A TR 14

12 BN B Th RE 7 AR ) 8 5 T B N TR) AR
R, (HERZBE . AREREEIR 2 ARl w
A FIE 3R 1 e KBRS . 10 HIUT #6785 48 R i
() N = AR AT (RS B R, IR ms “Aafn” 1 H
(1 HAT— LB £ W], Y 20~30 min 1] HIIT
At BE$E i IE 7 AR RN BB Bk AR 5 I ¥ R BDNF 7K
S BT SRR HIINT 6 55 J B [ A &t Al 6 A 0 oh g
M3 s P2 A IE T B2 . Andrews 25 L EoR, S5
A EEEIAIEE, 20 min ) HIIT [2 min #4 5, 4 4
2 min 90% >4 % (heart rate reserve, HRR) 54T +
3 min 50% HRR %517, 2 min #F 550 ] B A E
$2 ¥ AE N I BDNF 57K °F P7. Rodriguez %
W5, 30 min ff) HIIT (5 min # &, 4 21 4 min
80%~90% VO, 14 +3 min 50%~60% VO, K&
B ) LG A 0SBl BE AR R IE AR RN IR R
% 14 BDNF [f7K-F, 35 1) o fulonT 50, A )
TR E NI RE R = ). Stavrinos 254 7T R,
23 min {] HIIT (4 28 3 min 90% HRR % 47 +2 min
50% HRR %17, 3 min BHES) ) GEAEHEH 4 A MK
W v- &3 T R (y-aminobutyric acid, GABA) %,
fE HECAZ M DL Y, Zimmer 254 7T & 7R, 25 min
(] HIIT (2 min #4 &, 5 4 3 min 85%~90% HR,,,, 1]
B 4T +1.5 min 50%~60% HR,, f)%4T, 2 min % H
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Fig. 1. The possible mechanisms of HIIT improving the cognitive function. The black suppression arrow indicates that the diseases of

overweight, obesity, diabetes, aging, Alzheimer disease, and stroke will impair the cognitive function. The black dashed suppression

arrow indicates the possible mechanisms of HIIT improving the brain cognition by increasing BDNF level, promoting lactate produc-

tion, ameliorating oxidative stress and regulating mitochondrial dynamics (MFN1, MFN2, and OPA1 promote mitochondrial fusion,

while DRP1 and FIS1 accelerate mitochondrial fission). Thus, HIIT can improve synaptic plasticity, vasculogenesis, and mitochon-

drial function, respectively. These changes caused by HIIT will be beneficial to cognitive function. BDNF, brain-derived neurotrophic

factor; SOD, superoxide dismutase; GSH, glutathione; TAC, total antioxidant capacity; ROS, reactive oxygen species; MDA, malond-
ialdehyde; MFN1, mitochondrial fusion protein 1; MFN2, mitochondrial fusion protein 2; OPA1, optic atrophy 1; DRP1, dynamin-
related protein 1; FIS1, mitochondrial fission protein 1; ARC, activity-regulated cytoskeletal-associated protein; ZIF268, early growth
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